News, Notes and Queries Justinian brought the relics to Byzantium.4 They were next heard of in Rome where in the Via dei Foro Imperiali, , utilizing a hall of the Forum of Vespasian and adding an apse, established a church in honour of the two saints: this still contains brilliant sixth-century mosaics in which the saints figure.
Since 1581 the skulls of the two saints have reposed in the Convent of the St. Claire Nuns of Madrid, where they have been objects of veneration. They had been removed from Rome to Bremen in the tenth century, then to Bamberg, and finally to Madrid by order of the Empress Maria, daughter of the Emperor Charles V. In 1935 scientific examination of the skulls showed that their martyrdom must have taken place late in life, i.e. above the age of fifty, as shown by the state of obliteration of the sutures."
Numerous books and articles have been written about the lives of the saints and their adoption as patrons by many societies and groups of physicians, surgeons, pharmacists, etc., but little has appeared relating to any manifestation of a cult in England. Although the cult extended throughout Christendom, for some unexplained reason it made little headway in this country. Such evidence as exists is extremely limited. As far as can be traced only five churches are known to have been dedicated to them, viz., Blean, and The advowson of this church, the fabric of which is mainly of the fourteenth century but with much work of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, was in the hands of the neighbouring Abbey of Torre and was served by the Abbey Canons. Its beautiful screens, of early sixteenth-century date, to judge by the character of the woodwork, span the nave and the aisles. In all probability it was the Abbey Canons who were responsible for their erection. Amongst the sixty-six painted wainscot panels of the screens are the two named figures of SS. Cosmas and Damian.'5 St. Cosmas is a crowned figure with flowing 
